
Usher Syndrome 
 
Usher Syndrome is a genetic condition where both parents 
pass a faulty gene to the child.   The parents however, are 
usually unaware that they are carriers until the child 
experiences visual problems and the condition has been 
diagnosed. 
 
Usher Syndrome is characterised by deafness and vision 
loss. The hearing loss is associated with a defective inner 
ear whereas the vision loss is associated with Retinitis 
Pigmentosa (RP) – a degeneration of the retinal cells.  
 
There are 3 types of Usher Syndrome – type 1 is 
characterised by deafness from birth (congenital) with sight 
deteriorating before the teenage years and also experience 
balance problems. 
 
Those with type 2 are born partially deaf with sight loss 
usually experienced in late teens or early twenties.  
 
In Type 3 hearing loss may or may not be present at birth 
but both hearing and sight gradually deteriorate usually in 
twenties or thirties although it can occur earlier.  
 
 
For further information: 

USHER SECTION, NATIONAL ACQUIRED DEAFBLIND 
TEAM: SENSE 

Usher Section, National Acquired Deafblind Team 
Sense 
11-13 Clifton Terrace 
London 



N4 3SR 
Tel: 020 7561 3326 Text (Direct line) 
Tel: 020 7272 7774 Voice (Reception - for leaving messages 
only) 
Fax: 020 7272 3862 
e-mail: enquiries@sense.org.uk 
http://www.sense.org.uk/  


